
 
 

 

 

Dear Middle School Family, 

 

Hard to believe, but here we are at the end of Daylight Savings Time, which means that the 

holiday season is quickly approaching.   

 

During the course of the past several weeks, I’ve been spending some lunch periods meeting 

with small groups of students.  This has been a very enriching and rewarding experience for 

me.  During our conversations, students shared what it is they like to do outside of school.  

One seventh grade young man said, “I love to read.”  The other five students reacted by 

saying, “Yes, he always has a book in his hands and reads so many books.”   

 

That experience intrigued me to share some thoughts about the importance of reading at 

home.  As educators and parents, we are constantly working to instill a love of reading in 

our students and children.  It is particularly important that we encourage our children to 

build a reading life outside of school, regardless of their age group.  The more access 

children have to interesting books, the more they will want to read.  Therefore, it is 

incumbent upon us to provide and encourage them to read books that interest them.  

Typically, children that gain a love for high interest literature will “branch off” into reading 

other genres. 

 

Parents play a large role in fostering a love of reading.  Be sure to share your “reading 

identity” with your children. Think of a time you loved a book and couldn’t put it down.  

What was it about the book?  Why did you love the experience?  Let your children know the 

genres you enjoy, and share your favorite reading spot. Let them see you read. Engage your 

children in a dialogue about their reading habits.  Ask them what kind of books they enjoy, 

and provide them with a cozy environment for reading.  Listen to them read, and read to 

them and with them.  Perhaps host a book club for your children and their friends! 

 

In closing, please enjoy the beautiful days of the autumn season before “Old Man Winter” 

grips us with cold and icy weather.  I am truly thankful to be a part of this wonderful 

Garden City Middle School community.  Enjoy the Thanksgiving holiday with your children 

and your families.  Be sure to read and provide access to books that your children love – and 

then enjoy!  Happy reading! 

 

All my best, 

Eric  

"True peace is not a lovely 'facade' which conceals conflicts and divisions.  Peace calls for 

daily commitment."     

      ~Pope Francis 

P r i n c i p a l ’ s  m e s s a g e  
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I m p o r t a n t  r e m i n d e r s  

ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL 

 For safety reasons, car entry onto school grounds will only be through the Stew-

art Avenue entrance. After the dismissal of buses, cars may pull up to the sidewalk of the 

Middle School Library/Cafeteria entrance for the pick-up of students. Please refrain from 

parking and/or standing on both sides of the flag pole circle during arrival and dismissal 

times in order for traffic to flow consistently. Please do not leave car unattended in the 

circle.  In addition, be aware that only right turns are permitted from the front entrance 

circle of the school. Making a left turn from this exit is not only dangerous but illegal.  

SECURITY PROCEDURES 

 In order to provide a safe environment for the children in our care, we will con-

tinue to implement security procedures for entry at the Middle School.  As much as rea-

sonably possible, we seek to reduce non-school personnel from entering the school build-

ing.  Therefore, during the school day, we will not allow the dropping off of items within 

the building.  A lidded plastic bin will be placed outside the front entrance; and will be 

checked approximately every hour throughout the school day.  Only items of critical im-

portance may be dropped off in the bin for distribution to a student or staff member. Also, 

please be sure that all items left in the bin are carefully marked with the name of the in-

tended student or staff member. Items of value should NOT be left in the bin as the 

school is not responsible for items left unattended in the bin.  

 Here is what to expect when you visit any school building in the District during 

regular hours: 

• You should have an appointment to see a member of the school’s faculty or staff. 

• Access to the building will require that you show your driver’s license or photo ID. 

• Upon approval, a visitor pass will be given to you. 

• If available, a staff member will then escort you to your location. 

• If you do not have a valid photo ID, you will not be permitted into the building. 

• Upon completion of your visit you are to return your visitor pass to the greeter so 

they can mark your visit as complete. 

 

NOVEMBER  
November 4 

ALL SCHOOLS 

Parent/Teacher Conferences 

7-9 PM 

 

November 5 

No Classes 

Election Day 

 

ALL SCHOOLS 

Parent/Teacher Conferences 

9 AM—12 NOON 

 

November 6 

Board of Education  

Work Session 

8:15 PM @HS 

 

November 11 

No Classes 

Veteran’s Day 

 

November 12 

MS Winter I Sports Meeting 

 

November 13 

PTA Meeting (MS & HS) 

7:30 PM @ HS 

 

MS Winter I Sports Tryouts begin 

 

November 14 

Parent/Teacher Conferences 

6:30—8:30 PM @ MS 

 

November 19 

SEPTA General  Membership Mtg. 

& Empowering Parents  

Workshop 

10 AM @ Locust 

 

November 27 

District-Wide Early Dismissal 

 

Maria Cafaro, Editor 

EARLY DISMISSAL PLAN 

 In accordance with New York State regula-

tions, the District will be conducting a school-wide 

emergency evacuation and early dismissal drill.  

The annual test of  Garden City’s Early Dismissal 

Plan will take place on Wednesday, November 27, 

2019.  Please note that bus route times will change 

(15 minutes earlier than normal).  Dismissal time 

for the Middle School will be 3:00 p.m.  Buses will 

leave the school  at 3:10 p.m. 



I m p o r t a n t  r e m i n d e r s  

CONTACTING YOUR CHILD  

 If you need to contact your child during the school day, please call the main office at 478-3000. Especially for end 

of day transportation changes, please do not send an email to your child’s ninth period teacher.  

 Thank you for your support. 

ELECTRONIC DEVICES  

 All electronic devices, including cell phones, Smart phones, and all types of cameras, should not be used on 

school grounds (including school buses) and should be kept in the student’s locked locker throughout the regular 

school day. Devices on school grounds may only be used with a teacher's permission. Using an electronic device on school 

grounds may result in the device being confiscated and held by an administrator.  Habitual offenders may be prohibited by 

the administration from bringing electronic devices to school.  

PARENT PORTAL 

 Parents who have provided the district with their email address may access their child’s information through the 

School Tool Parent Portal in two ways. You can either go to http://schooltool.gcufsd.net or go to the district page 

http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us  and click on the link “For Parents.” 

MUSIC LESSONS  

 Music lessons in band, chorus and orchestra have begun.  A great deal of the success of the music program is 

the result of students having the opportunity to work in small groups with a music teacher.  This element of the music 

program allows the teacher to address individual problems common to beginning musicianship, such as adolescent vocal 

development, or specific issues with different instruments, which cannot be addressed in the context of the large music 

classroom setting.   

Please be aware of the following information regarding lessons: 

• Although classroom teachers are given lesson schedules, on the day of a  lesson (or the day before if possible) the 

student should inform the teacher that he/she will be attending a lesson so that the classroom teacher can take accu-

rate attendance and so that the student can get any assignments. 

• If the student has a test or quiz, he/she should remain in class.  In the case of short quizzes, the student should take 

the quiz and report to the lesson afterward. 

• It is the responsibility of the student to apprise him/herself of the material covered in the class he/she 

misses and to complete the homework assignments for that class. 

• Lessons are rotated through several periods in a way that minimizes their impact on any given class. 

 

AFTER SCHOOL BUILDING ACCESS 

 Please be advised that the school building’s doors will remain locked after dismissal. Parents should enter the school 

through the front (flag pole) door until 4 p.m. Press the doorbell to gain access. The school secretary will allow parent entry 

until 4 p.m. For the safety of children and staff, visitors cannot walk around the building unaccompanied.  A parent 

who has an urgent need to enter the building after 4 p.m. should go to the rear gym rotunda entrance. However, we cannot 

guarantee a hall monitor will be readily available after 4 p.m. to escort a parent through the building. Therefore, please do 

NOT anticipate ready access into the building after 4 p.m. 



NOVEMBER 

NOVEMBER 13  
PTA Meeting   

7:30 PM @High School  

Committee Reports & Nominating Committee Vote  

NOVEMBER 23  
PTA Sportswear Sale Pick-Up  

9 AM to 1:00 PM  @Middle School  

NOVEMBER 27  
District-wide Early Dismissal  

3 PM @Middle School  

Busses leave @3:10 PM  



BACK TO SCHOOL IN THE BAHAMAS  

 Ms. Pollack’s home base began the sale of pencil cases with a variety of school supplies during students’ lunch peri-

ods. All of her students assembled the pencil cases in an effort to raise money for the hurricane disaster that devastated the 

Bahamas. The cost of a pencil case is $5.00.   All money will be donated to the American Red Cross for those in need. 

 

 

THESE SHOES WERE TAKEN OFF THE FEET OF KIDS WE SERVE. 

 Since Soles4Souls began in 2006, they have 

distributed over 30 million pairs of shoes in 127 

countries and in all 50 US states. But EVERY SIN-

GLE ONE of those pairs made a difference in peo-

ple’s lives. 

 Every day, children are prevented from attending school, and adults are unable to 

work because they do not have shoes. Walking becomes unbearable. A new pair of shoes 

provides relief in many developing nations around the globe and in times of disaster. 

Soles4Souls was founded as a disaster relief organization after philanthropists and shoe executives provided foot-

wear to those most impacted by The Indian Ocean tsunami in 2004 and Hurricane Katrina in 2005. They continue to act as 

second wave responders providing footwear and clothing to those in need during times of disaster. 

In many developing nations, walking is the primary mode of transportation. Every day millions are exposed to un-

sanitary conditions that lead to diseases. These diseases may lead to sickness, even death. They also keep children out of 

school leaving them without an education and continuing the cycle of poverty. 

Americans throw away more than 70 pounds of textiles per person per year. The EPA estimates only 15% is donat-

ed or recycled. Since 2006 Soles4Souls kept 42 million pounds of shoes and clothing out of landfills and instead created op-

portunities for people in need around the globe. 

Ms. Pellettieri’s Homebase is collecting slightly used or new shoes.  Collections are every Friday.  Boxes are at the 

main entrance, Library, and Gym.   We are collecting until the first Friday of January 2020. DONATED SHOES MUST BE 

PAIRED AND RUBBERBANDED TOGETHER. Last year, the shoes that were collected went to relief centers and shel-

ters set up to help people that were devastated by the fires in California.  We wonder where our shoes will go this year! 

Thank you for helping us to have a positive impact on the world!   

Check out https://soles4souls.org/about-us/ to find out more information or start your own shoe drive today! 

 ~ Co- written by Kaitlin DeBusschere, Aidan Molloy, Emmet Duffy, T.J. Salvato, and Christie Trabold 

https://soles4souls.org/about-us/


Ingredients 

 

• 3-4 small acorn squash, sliced in half 

• 2 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil 

• 1 medium onion 

• 2-3 garlic cloves, minced 

• 1 teaspoon cumin 

• 1 teaspoon coriander 

• 1 (4 ounce) can of green chiles 

• 1½ cups cooked quinoa 

• 1 (14 ounce) can black beans, drained and 

rinsed 

• ¼ cup chopped scallions 

• ¼ cup toasted pepitas 

• ¼ cup feta cheese (optional) 

• 2 avocados, diced 

• A few squeezes of lime 

• Sea salt and freshly ground black pepper 

Instructions 

 

1. Preheat oven to 400 degrees F. 

2. Cut acorn squash in half and scoop out the insides. Drizzle 

with olive oil and sprinkle with salt and pepper. Roast cut side 

up for about 35-50 minutes or until your squash is tender in 

the middle and browned around the edges. (The timing will 

depend on your squash. If it’s taking too long to become ten-

der, flip it upside down for a portion of the roasting time). 

3. Meanwhile, heat oil in a large skillet over medium heat. Add 

the onion and a few pinches of salt and pepper. Cook the 

onion until translucent, then add the garlic, cumin, and cori-

ander and stir. Add the green chiles and stir again, then add 

the quinoa, black beans, scallions, pepitas, feta cheese, a 

squeeze of lime, and a bit more salt and pepper, to taste. 

4. Remove skillet from the heat, let it cool, then stir in the diced 

avocado. Taste and adjust seasonings. 

5. Scoop the filling into the acorn squash halves. (Note: if you’re 

not scooping the filling into the squashes right away, scoop 

the mixture out of the pan and into a bowl and set aside.) 

M s .  R u g e n ’ s  R e c i p e  o f  t h e  M o n t h :  

Stuf fed Acor n Squash  

     Ms. Biondi’s Art  

A reminder to all students:  the Art Club meets every Tuesday in room 246 from 3:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Please listen to the morning or afternoon announcements for any canceled meetings. If you have any 

questions please see Ms. Biondi. 
Artist Tip Of The Month: Painting Still Life 

Try painting a still life with three or less objects. Choose objects you like.  
It's difficult to give them the attention they deserve if you're bored by the objects.  

Choose one dominant object to be your focal point. Everything else should relate to that object.  
Once you've chosen several possible objects, try them in a variety of positions. 

Light can greatly enhance or alter a still life. Try out different kinds of lighting: a single light source, col-
ored light, dim lighting; light from above, below or from one side. Use highlights and shadows as a dy-

namic part of your design. Make preliminary sketches of the objects under different light to better under-
stand how each relates to the others. This helps you construct a good composition! 

 

"If you hear a voice within you say 'you cannot paint,' then by all means paint,  

and that voice will be silenced."  

~Vincent Van Gogh 



T h e  g u i d a n c e  

d e pa r t m e n t   

SEVENTH GRADE NEWS  

 On September 3, 2019, the seventh graders were welcomed back to the start of a new school year.  Now the excite-

ment of the new year has subsided and students are entrenched in their studies. 

 This past month, Ms. Ingoglia was a guest presenter in Ms. Pericli and Ms. Rugen’s Home & Careers classes to 

“kick off” the career exploration unit.  Students learned that the career process begins early and continues into adulthood.  

Together the class explored the personal and external factors that influence career choices.  Students will participate in class-

room activities such as goal setting and interest inventory. 

 Parents should continue to encourage their child to get involved in school-related clubs and activities.  Opportuni-

ties for involvement are announced every school day and posted on the middle school website.   

 Seventh graders may be eligible for the National Junior Honor Society.  The criteria for this spring’s induction can 

be found in every student’s planner, on the middle school’s website, and in this issue of The Middle View. 

 Please feel free to contact Ms. Ingoglia at ingogliam@gcufsd.net or 478-3020 if you have any concerns regarding 

     CONGRATULATIONS MS. CHRISTEL! 

 Middle School Guidance Counselors Mrs. 

Ingoglia, Ms. Weiner, and Mr. Tumminello recently 

attended the Nassau Counselor's Association 2019-

2020 Kick-Off Event. The key note speaker discussed 

inclusion and diversity. They also enjoyed visiting with 

retired Director of Guidance Ms. Christel who just 

became the new President of the Association.   

 WELCOME TO THE MIDDLE SCHOOL, SIXTH GRADE STUDENTS! 

 September 3, 2019 was an exciting first day of school!  Our sixth grade students started their day with an assembly 

led by our principal, assistant principals and guidance counselor. 

 Sixth grade guidance counselor, Mr. Tumminello, welcomed our new students to the middle school.  He will be their 

counselor for the next three years following them through grade eight.  Mr. Tumminello is available to students for academ-

ic, social and emotional counseling and support.  He also consults and works directly with parents, teachers, and administra-

tors. 

 In order to better introduce sixth grade students to the aspects of our guidance department, Mr. Tumminello visited 

all of the grade 6 English Language Arts classes.  Our school social worker, Mr. Baker, also spoke with the sixth grade stu-

dents during this period.  Students were given an overview of the guidance program, how a counselor can help them, when 

and how to make an appointment and important school counseling information.   

 Making appointments and meeting with their guidance counselor is a great way for students to become more inde-

pendent and work on problem-solving skills.  We continue to encourage student involvement in school clubs and activities.  

mailto:ingogliam@gcufsd.net


T h e  g u i d a n c e  

d e pa r t m e n t   

EIGHTH GRADE NEWS  

 Ms. Robyn Weiner is thrilled to be continuing with the eighth grade students and their parents for their third 

year at the Middle School.  Eighth grade is an exciting year as we continue to challenge students academically as well as 

transition into ninth grade.   

 The first few weeks of September were busy with scheduling changes, but now students are enjoying their 

grade schedules.   Both in the Middle School and High School, electives are a wonderful way to explore areas of inter-

est which can potentially lead to a career choice in the future.  

 It is still early in the year, but we have already begun planning how we can best transition your child to the 

High School.  A daytime school assembly for students will take place  on January16, 2020 to kick off the scheduling 

process.  A parent/student evening meeting will be held that same evening at the High School.  Much more infor-

mation will be shared as the date nears.  

 Students should be aware that their World Language, Earth Science, and Algebra grades will be a part of their 

high school transcript and reported to colleges in the future.   Students will receive one high school credit for success-

ful completion of each of these classes, and the final grade will be part of their high school grade point average.  Earth 

Science and Algebra are advanced classes and teachers are closely monitoring each child’s progress.  Some students are 

not developmentally ready at this time for these high–level classes and may need to drop down to the next level during 

the school year.  

 Students are encouraged to join at least one club, team sport, or intramural sport activity.  This is a great way 

to make new friends and feel like a part of our community.  

 Please notify Ms. Weiner at 478-3020 or weinerr@gcufsd.net if you have any questions or concerns.  In addi-

tion, it is very important to let us know if there is any family/home issue which may be affecting your child.  Looking 

forward to a great year!   

GARDEN CITY MIDDLE SCHOOL’S SOCIAL WORKER  

Welcome to a new school year!  As Garden City Middle School’s School Social Worker I provide individu-

al and group counseling to students and serve as a liaison between family and school.  I am also a resource to stu-

dents, family, and staff when meeting the ever-changing needs of the middle school students. 

So far this year I have visited all sixth grade classes along with sixth grade guidance counselor, Mr. Tum-

minello.  This was a wonderful opportunity to meet our 6th grade students.  I used this time to introduce my role 

as a social worker and explain the different supports that are available.  This year I discussed peer conflicts and 

how they differ from bullying situations.  It was wonderful to brainstorm with students and discuss conflict reso-

lution skills.  

During the course of the school year, I will be working alongside Ms. Greenwald in training middle school 

students to be LEADERS in our school community.  Volunteer students represent their home base and are 

trained in leadership/character education workshops.  They turnkey each presentation the following day. This year 

our eighth grade LEADERS will conduct the annual 5th grade class visit.  During the visit, they will teach a lesson 

on middle school life and the importance of being an upstander.   

I look forward to a productive and exciting school year.  I am here as a resource for our students, parents, 

and staff.  Please feel free to contact me if you need my assistance.  I can be reached at 478-3020 or 

Bakerk@gcufsd.net. 

mailto:weinerr@gcufsd.net


T h e  g u i d a n c e  

d e pa r t m e n t   

NATIONAL JUNIOR HONOR SOCIETY  (NJHS) GUIDELINES AND CRITERIA 

Membership applications are mailed home after the end of the third marking period.  Students who are 

invited to join have satisfied the following criteria: 

NATIONAL JUNIOR HONOR SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP REQUIREMENTS  

GRADE POINT AVERAGE "GPA"  

• Students in seventh grade must have a "Solid" GPA of 92 (not subject to "rounding") or above in each of the three 

consecutive quarters, Q1 seventh grade, Q2 seventh grade, and Q3 seventh grade. All graded courses count (except PE) 

for the average.  

• There is no weighting of accelerated courses.  

• Students in eight grade must have a "Solid" GPA of 92 (not subject to "rounding”) or above in each of the three con-

secutive quarters, Q3 seventh grade, Q4 seventh grade and Q1 eighth grade  

• Students may not receive less than an 85 in each of the four core subjects (math, science, English, social studies) and 

World Language (Spanish, Italian, German) in any of the three consecutive quarters.  

Students may not receive a failing grade in any subject in any of the three consecutive quarters. 

SPECIAL EDUCATION STUDENTS  

While nearly every GCMS special education student undertakes the standard NYS curriculum and fully qualifies for NJHS 

membership, in the exceptional instances when the standard curriculum is not taught, the student may not qualify for ad-

mission to the NJHS. *These exceptional cases will be reviewed by the NJHS Faculty Advisory Committee in accordance 

with NJHS requirements. 

SUSPENSION  

Students who have been suspended may not be admitted to the NJHS.  Membership will be revoked from students who 

have been suspended in or out of school while in the NJHS. 

DETENTION  

Students who have received three or more detentions during the three consecutive quarters will not be admitted to 

the NJHS. 

Membership will be revoked from students who receive three or more detentions during their membership.  

 CHARACTER  

• Students caught cheating in the year of admittance will not be admitted to the NJHS;  
Membership will be revoked from students caught cheating  

• Students must be respectful towards teachers, administrators and students  

• Significant teacher concerns regarding a student’s character will be taken into consideration by the committee  

• All input on a student’s character must be documented and forwarded to the committee for review.   

SCHOOL ACTIVITY  

Applicants must participate in one (1) school-related activity. This activity does not have to be a sport.  

COMMUNITY SERVICE  

Three (3) hours of community service activity is required.  

Community service may be accomplished through a school affiliated club. Examples of clubs are  Student Council, Envi-

ronmental Club, and the Anti-Bias Club.  



T h e  g u i d a n c e  

d e pa r t m e n t   

NATIONAL JUNIOR HONOR SOCIETY GUIDELINES AND CRITERIA (CONTINUED) 

COMMUNITY SERVICE  

• If choosing this option, in order to meet the community service requirement, students must be actively involved in 

one of the above school activities. This means they must attend three or more meetings.  

• Students may also meet their requirement by volunteering at a school event.  

• Paid activities are not acceptable – ex. babysitting, tutoring, etc.  

• Students may also complete their community service requirement through a legitimate charitable organization, for 

example: American Cancer Society, Ronald McDonald House, etc.  

• Forms will be distributed to be filled out by the advisor of each club offering community service opportunities. Stu-

dents must write a paragraph explaining what they did and what it meant to them.  

• Verification forms will be distributed to student applicants. The forms will require a contact phone number and a 

signature from a representative of the charitable organization. Students will also be required to write a brief essay to 

be submitted with their application. This essay must describe which charitable activity they completed, and what it 

meant to them and their community.  

• If any part of the application is missing, it will be returned to the student for completion and submission prior to the 

stated application deadline.  

TEACHER RECOMMENDATION  

• Teacher recommendation forms will be distributed to the teachers of each applicant. They are to be filled out and 

returned to the committee. Every single one of the child’s teachers will receive this recommendation sheet for review.  

• The contents of teacher recommendations will not be shared with parents or students.  

***Applications must be on time. Late applications will not be accepted. Responsibility is important for each appli-

cant.  If you have any questions, please contact our National Junior Honor Society advisor, Mr. J.P.Camilleri at camiller-

ij@gcufsd.net. 

           



 Makerspace is open to students during lunch periods.  In the Makerspace, 

students can spread out materials, tinker, experiment, and explore.  Students 

should see Mr. Daniels in the library to sign up.   

 The GCMS Makerspace is a creative space designed to facilitate construct-

ing knowledge through the manipulation and creation of material objects.  The 

GCMS Makerspace provides a welcoming and safe space for all students to design, 

make, and play in ways that will reinforce classroom instruction and lead to self-

directed learning. 

 In the Makerspace, students 

can utilize computers and tablets for 

researching, exploring, editing, and 

app creation.  Tools and materials for 

constructing and deconstructing are 

also available to them. 

 The Makerspace is available 

to students during lunch periods and 

Home bases (if it is not reserved by a Home base class).  Teachers may also 

sign up their classes to visit the Makerspace.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS, MIA!  

 Eighth grade student Mia Brita is the creative artist whose design was chosen for the 

UNITY DAY 2019 tee shirt contest.   Her design was printed on over 120 shirts worn by fac-

ulty, staff and students on Unity Day, October 23, 2019!  Mia won a $20.00 gift card to Burger 

Spot located on Seventh Street.   Congratulations Mia! Keep up the creativity!  

GARDEN CITY MIDDLE SCHOOL  

LIBRARY MEDIA CENTER  

h t t p : / / w w w . g a r d e n c i t y . k 1 2 . n y . u s / g c m s l i b r a r y   


